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I. Introduction 

Education is pivotal in shaping individuals of high 
quality and moral standards (Dehshiri, 2022; Lisievici & 
Andronie, 2016; Said & Muslimah, 2021). As society 
evolves, education's role transcends beyond mere 
academic knowledge, encompassing the cultivation of 
strong ethical character (Effendi et al., 2020; Muslim & 
Sumarni, 2023; Subaidi, 2020). An essential component of 
character development is the religious aspect, which 
encompasses spiritual, ethical, and moral values at the core 
of an individual's being (Astrachan et al., 2020; 
Vasconcelos, 2020). The significance of religious 
character in one's life is profound, greatly impacting a 
student's personal and social growth. It lays a sturdy ethical 
and moral groundwork for students, as it imparts 
substantial values, such as honesty, compassion, and 
altruism, guiding them in discerning right from wrong and 
making ethical choices in their daily lives. Besides, 
religious character also aids in nurturing positive 
attributes, such as empathy, tolerance, humility, and  

 

compassion among students, transforming them into 
individuals who genuinely care about others' well-being 
and can interact constructively within society (Captari et 
al., 2022; Isom et al., 2021; Kosasih, 2020; McIntosh et al., 
2021). Ultimately, religious character fosters harmony in 
students' lives, enabling them to lead more meaningful and 
unified lives, resulting in happiness and personal 
fulfillment. A strong sense of faith may offer students 
psychological strength when confronted with challenges 
and crises. Meanwhile, spiritual convictions can serve as a 
wellspring of encouragement and optimism during tiring 
times (Manshur & Husni, 2020; Sholihin et al., 2022; 
Tabroni & Rahmania, 2022). Developing a religious 
identity assists students in discovering purpose and 
significance in their lives, fostering a sense of connection 
to something greater than themselves and serving as a 
potent motivator to pursue their life objectives (Héliot et 
al., 2020; Richert & Lesage, 2022; Vikdahl & Liljestrand, 
2021). Furthermore, religious character contributes to the 
establishment of social harmony. When students share 
similar religious principles, they grow a sense of 
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togetherness and solidarity within their community. 
Additionally, religious character is often intertwined with 
other values, such as leadership and accountability. 
Students who possess a robust religious character 
frequently become responsible leaders who genuinely care 
for the well-being of others. 

In the realm of history education, the importance of 
instilling religious character values is increasingly evident. 
The pivotal role of religious character in high school 
history education is evident, considering that religion often 
acts as a primary catalyst for historical events and 
influences the values of past societies (Dudin et al., 2019). 
By integrating religious elements into the exploration of 
history, students gain an understanding of the significant 
impact of religion on shaping culture, conflicts, and the 
progression of civilizations (Nasir et al., 2021; Nur, 2022). 
Additionally, religious character reflects moral values that 
can guide students in addressing the challenges of daily 
life. A history education that includes religious aspects not 
only imparts historical insights but also facilitates a deeper 
comprehension of cultural variations and beliefs, fostering 
tolerance and respect for diversity (Sopacua et al., 2020). 
Consequently, grasping the religious character within the 
historical context contributes not solely to academic 
knowledge but also to the cultivation of moral principles 
and interpersonal abilities among students, thus molding a 
more informed and tolerant generation. 

Integrating religious character education into history 
instruction entails merging spiritual and ethical principles 
with historical knowledge (Dudin et al., 2019; Haniah et 
al., 2020). This approach yields numerous advantages, 
molding students into individuals with robust religious 
character. History serves as a gateway for students to 
comprehend the origins, values, beliefs, and traditions that 
have molded societies. Several rationales underscore the 
significance of incorporating religious character values 
into history education (i) Historical learning facilitates the 
comprehension of enduring societal values, culture, and 
traditions (Berg, 2019; Feinman & Neitzel, 2020). In the 
context of religious character, this fosters respect and 
comprehension of traditional values, reinforcing the 
students' own religious beliefs and identity; (ii) History 
frequently incorporates indigenous wisdom and religious 
principles into its narratives. Inclusion of these elements in 
history education aids students in grasping how religious 
values have influenced the evolution of society, law, and 
culture (Abidin & Suryani, 2020; Challenor & Ma, 2019); 
(iii) History often documents conflicts rooted in religious 
disparities. Exploring these conflicts helps students fathom 
their underlying causes and promotes tolerance, dialogue, 
and peaceful conflict resolution as integral aspects of their 
religious character (Parker & Bickmore, 2020; 
Terepyshchyi & Khomenko, 2019); (iv) Gaining insights 
from the study of history enables students to grasp the 
significance of religious freedom within a community 
(King, 2020). This, in turn, fosters a greater appreciation 
for the rights of individuals to freely choose and practice 
their religion, while also respecting the same liberty for 

others; (v) History provides a record of instances where 
religion and faith were harnessed to drive positive societal 
change. This can serve as an uplifting example for 
students, motivating them to employ their religious values 
as a catalyst for contributing to the betterment of society 
(Eslit, 2023; Maksymiuk et al., 2021); (vi) The study of 
history encourages students to contemplate their personal 
values and beliefs, examining how these principles shape 
their perceptions of the world and their social interactions 
(Popa, 2022; Saada & Magadlah, 2021; Tai & Wei, 2023). 
This introspection aids in the development of a more 
profound and authentic religious identity; and (vii) History 
education equips students with critical thinking skills that 
can be applied in the analysis of religious matters and 
beliefs (Shaw, 2020). This empowers students to 
scrutinize arguments, comprehend diverse perspectives, 
and make informed decisions regarding their own 
convictions. 

Incorporating religious aspects into history education 
not only enhances the spiritual, moral, and ethical 
development of students but also fosters greater tolerance, 
openness, and awareness of religion's significance in both 
historical and contemporary contexts. This plays a vital 
role in holistic education and the empowerment of 
individuals in a multicultural society. Nevertheless, 
realizing a robust religious character requires a more 
comprehensive approach to teaching history. 

Nonetheless, the issue lies in the fact that, as indicated 
by the outcomes of interviews and observations conducted 
by researchers among high school students in Riau, there 
is a deficiency in the religious values embraced by these 
students. This deficiency becomes evident through their 
limited grasp and application of moral and ethical 
principles rooted in their religious convictions. Students 
with inadequate comprehension of religious values often 
encounter challenges when making ethical decisions and 
handling societal pressures. Consequently, there is a 
potential for engaging in unscrupulous or immoral 
conduct, such as cheating, substance abuse, or aggressive 
behavior. Moreover, the absence of strong religious values 
can also result in apathy toward the well-being of others, a 
lack of empathy, and difficulties in nurturing healthy 
interpersonal relationships. In the long run, diminished 
religious values can erode individual and societal morality, 
subsequently diminishing students' capacity to contribute 
to the creation of an upright and responsible society. 
Hence, it is imperative for the educational system to fortify 
religious character education to assist students in 
comprehending and implementing moral and ethical 
values in their daily lives. 

Amidst the challenges we face, there is a wealth of 
wisdom rooted in local traditions. This wisdom 
encompasses the traditional, cultural, and spiritual values 
that have been handed down through generations within 
specific societies (Sayono et al., 2020; Tohri et al., 2022). 
One remarkable example of such local wisdom with 
significant religious significance is the Balimau Kasai 
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Bathing tradition. This ancient ceremony holds profound 
symbolism and embodies principles closely tied to 
spirituality and ethics. The Balimau Kasai Bathing is a 
time-honored custom that occurs annually, passed down 
from one generation to the next, and takes place just before 
the holy month of Ramadan commences. The term 
"balimau" is derived from the Malay language and 
signifies "bathing with water infused with lime juice and 
kasai." Here, "lime" refers to oranges, while "kasai" 
denotes rice that has been finely pounded or mashed 
(Mawarti, 2021). This tradition serves as an expression of 
gratitude for the arrival of the sacred and blessed month of 
Ramadan. Beyond this, it symbolizes a process of inner 
purification and self-cleansing. Oranges or limes are 
chosen for this practice due to their association with 
cleanliness, as they are commonly employed to remove 
impurities and unpleasant odors. Additionally, kasai, the 
finely ground rice, is blended with the lime mixture. For 
the Malay community, this tradition holds profound 
significance, signifying a cleansing of the self in 
preparation for the arrival of the holy month of Ramadan. 
The Balimau Kasai Bathing tradition is led by ninik 
mamak (traditional leaders), officials, and the community, 
and it is conducted along the banks of the Kuantan River 
(Mawarti, 2021). 

In this cultural practice, the local community upholds a 
set of core values. Firstly, Balimau Kasai Bath underscores 
the significance of maintaining both physical and spiritual 
purity. This ritual is regarded to purify both the body and 
soul from negative energies. Secondly, this tradition 
fosters a sense of unity and togetherness within society as 
it is typically conducted as a collective effort. Thirdly, the 
Balimau Kasai Bathing process is deeply imbued with 
spiritual elements, including prayers and ceremonies 
seeking blessings and protection from the Divine. 
Fourthly, this custom strengthens the bond between 
humans and the natural world, recognizing the ecological 
and environmental importance in the local culture. Finally, 
Mandi Balimau Kasai also serves as a reflection of 
indigenous wisdom in preserving and passing down 
traditions from one generation to the next. Consequently, 
this tradition encompasses spiritual, communal, and 
environmental values that hold great significance in Riau 
culture. 

Several prior investigations into the utilization of 
indigenous wisdom principles to mold students' character 
have demonstrated noteworthy outcomes. For instance, 
Hidayati et al.'s (2020) study examined the integration of 
Samin community's local wisdom in instilling positive 
values in students. This study asserted that implementing 
Samin community's local wisdom can promote favorable 
conduct among students, with a particular focus on Samin 
community's values and their broader application in 
education. In contrast, our research centers on the 
application of Mandi Balimau Kasai's local wisdom in 
history instruction, aiming to enhance students' religious 
character. Similarly, Trisnowali et al.'s (2022) research 
delved into the integration of Mattulu Tellue Bugis' 

indigenous wisdom in Islamic religious education to foster 
tolerance among students, which was found to yield 
positive outcomes in terms of students' tolerance levels in 
societal interactions. While there are parallels between 
their study and ours regarding the incorporation of local 
wisdom into education to improve student character, the 
key difference lies in the fact that Trisnowali et al.'s study 
focused on Mattulu Tellue to enhance tolerance, whereas 
our research concentrates on the use of Mandi Balimau's 
local wisdom to bolster religious character. Finally, Amin 
et al.'s (2022) research examined the utilization of Syaral 
Anam's indigenous wisdom to promote tolerance and deter 
radical behaviors. Their findings revealed that Syaral 
Anam's local wisdom had a 65% reduction in radical 
actions and influenced tolerance positively. Notably, this 
research differs from ours as our primary focus is on the 
application of Mandi Balimau's local wisdom to enhance 
students' religious character. 

Considering the research issues and several previous 
studies mentioned earlier, it is imperative to undertake a 
study on integrating Mandi Balimau Kasai's indigenous 
wisdom into History education to enhance students' 
spiritual development. By incorporating the local wisdom 
of Mandi Balimau Kasai into history instruction, this study 
facilitates students' comprehension and internalization of 
spiritual and religious principles within their cultural 
framework. Accordingly, this enhances their grasp of 
regional history and bolsters their moral and religious 
character, thereby contributing to their development into 
conscientious and well-behaved individuals in society. 
This research has the potential to advance character 
education within the academic sphere by improving 
students' understanding of regional history, as well as 
developing their moral and religious character. 

II. Method 

A. Research design 

This study employs a one-group pre-test and post-test 
research design, specifically focusing on the comparison 
of results between the pre-test and post-test in the 
experimental group. At the outset of the study, all student 
groups will undergo a pre-test to evaluate their religious 
character prior to the implementation of the treatment, 
which involves the incorporation of Local Wisdom values. 
The pre-test serves as an assessment of the students' 
religious character before any exposure to the treatment. 
Subsequently, the student group will receive treatment, 
which consists of integrating Local Wisdom values into 
the History curriculum. Upon completing the treatment 
period, the student group will undergo a post-test, similar 
in nature to the initial pre-test, with the purpose of 
assessing the students' religious character after they have 
received the treatment. 

Table 1.  The description of the research design 

Group Pre-test Treatment Post-test 

Experiment O1 X O2 
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B. Research subject 

The study included 45 students from different high 
schools in the Riau region as research participants. 
Selecting a sample that encompasses students from 
various high schools in Riau was motivated by the desire 
to generate research findings that are both diverse and 
reflective of the population. These findings can then be 
extended to gain insight into how the incorporation of 

Local Wisdom values in History education influences the 
religious disposition of students in the area. 

C. Research instruments, data collection techniques, 

and data analysis techniques 

The data collection instrument in this research consists 
of a questionnaire to measure students' religious character. 
20 statements were designed considering the aspects to be 
measured. 

Table 2.  The grid of religious character instruments 

No. Question 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Don't 

agree 
Neutral Agree 

Strongly 

agree 
1 I pray often.      

2 I attend religious ceremonies regularly.      

3 I feel a spiritual connection in everyday life.      

4 I read and understand religious texts routinely.      

5 I always try to practice religious values in my daily life.      

6 
I feel I have strong morals and ethics based on religious 

teachings. 
     

7 I feel called to do acts of kindness and charity.      

8 
I participate in social or humanitarian activities based on 

religion. 
     

9 I feel a deep sense of gratitude towards God.      

10 I feel that religion helps me in facing difficulties.      

11 
I try to practice the values of tolerance towards individuals 

with different religious beliefs. 
     

12 I feel that religion gives direction and meaning to my life.      

13 I often read and understand the teachings of my religion.      

14 
I feel that religion helps me maintain morality and integrity 

in my actions. 
     

15 
I feel that religion plays an important role in shaping my 

family values. 
     

16 
I feel that religion helps me overcome stress and trials in 

life. 
     

17 I try to perform worship regularly.      

18 I feel that religion has an important role in my life decisions.      

19 I feel that religion provides hope and optimism in my life.      

20 I feel that religion helps me understand my purpose in life.      

 The research employs various data analysis methods, 
which encompass statistical and descriptive approaches. 
Descriptive analysis serves the purpose of summarizing 
data related to students' religious character both before and 
after the intervention, providing an overview of changes in 
their religious attributes. The statistical analysis, on the 
other hand, entails the use of paired t-test and simple linear 
regression techniques. Paired t-tests are employed to 
assess the disparities between pre-test (O1) and post-test 
(O2) outcomes regarding students' religious character 
within the experimental group. Meanwhile, simple 
regression analysis is applied to ascertain if a correlation 
exists between the application of Mandi Balimau Kasai's 
local wisdom values and students' religious character. 

D. Instrument validity test results 

In this study, we assessed the questionnaire's validity 
to confirm its suitability and reliability in gauging students' 
religious character. Assessing the validity of the 
instrument is a crucial research step, as it ensures that the 
questions within the questionnaire accurately evaluate the 
intended construct. The ensuing table displays the 
outcomes of the instrument validity evaluation, employing 
Pearson product-moment correlations between each 
questionnaire item and the overall questionnaire score. 
These findings will aid in ascertaining the extent to which 
these questions are associated with students' religious 
character. 

Table 3.  Instrument validity test results 

No. Question 
Correlation 

(r) 

P-

Value 

r Tabel (α=0.05, 

df=43) 
Conclusion 

1 I pray often. 0.75 0.001 0.301 Significant 

2 I attend religious ceremonies regularly. 0.67 0.005 0.301 Significant 

3 I feel a spiritual connection in everyday life. 0.82 0.001 0.301 Significant 
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No. Question 
Correlation 

(r) 

P-

Value 

r Tabel (α=0.05, 

df=43) 
Conclusion 

4 I read and understand religious texts routinely. 0.60 0.010 0.301 Significant 

5 I always try to practice religious values in my daily life. 0.76 0.001 0.301 Significant 

6 
I feel I have strong morals and ethics based on religious 

teachings. 
0.74 0.001 0.301 Significant 

7 I feel called to do acts of kindness and charity. 0.69 0.001 0.301 Significant 

8 
I participate in social or humanitarian activities based on 

religion. 
0.71 0.001 0.301 Significant 

9 I feel a deep sense of gratitude towards God. 0.80 0.001 0.301 Significant 

10 I feel that religion helps me in facing difficulties. 0.68 0.001 0.301 Significant 

11 
I try to practice the values of tolerance towards individuals 

with different religious beliefs. 
0.63 0.005 0.301 Significant 

12 I feel that religion gives direction and meaning to my life. 0.79 0.001 0.301 Significant 

13 I often read and understand the teachings of my religion. 0.72 0.001 0.301 Significant 

14 
I feel that religion helps me maintain morality and integrity in 

my actions. 
0.70 0.001 0.301 Significant 

15 
I feel that religion plays an important role in shaping my family 

values. 
0.76 0.001 0.301 Significant 

16 I feel that religion helps me overcome stress and trials in life. 0.73 0.001 0.301 Significant 

17 I try to perform worship regularly. 0.65 0.005 0.301 Significant 

18 I feel that religion has an important role in my life decisions. 0.78 0.001 0.301 Significant 

19 I feel that religion provides hope and optimism in my life. 0.75 0.001 0.301 Significant 

20 I feel that religion helps me understand my purpose in life. 0.77 0.001 0.301 Significant 

The outcomes of the assessment of the instrument's 
validity demonstrate that every item within the survey 
exhibits a noteworthy positive association with the overall 
questionnaire score. The correlation coefficients range 
from 0.60 to 0.82, with a p-value smaller than the 
significance threshold α=0.05. This signifies that each 
item in the survey is closely linked to students' religious 
character and can be trusted for assessing this construct. 
The significant correlations between the survey items and 
the total score underscore the robust validity of this 
instrument. Consequently, the findings of this study can be 
relied upon when measuring students' religious character. 
This questionnaire can effectively gather the necessary 
data for the analysis of religious character in this research. 

E. Instrument reliability test results 

In addition to conducting validity assessments, this 
study also performed tests to gauge the reliability of the 
instruments. The objective of the reliability assessment is 
to guarantee the dependability of the measurement tool 
employed, which, in this instance, is the questionnaire 
used for assessing students' religious character, and to 
ensure it yields consistent outcomes. The technique 
employed for measuring reliability entails the calculation 
of Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient. In the subsequent table, 
we display the outcomes of the instrument's reliability 
assessment employing Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient. 

Table 4.  Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient 

Reliability Method Coefficien Alfa Cronbach 
Coefficien Alfa Cronbach 0.87 

 

The Cronbach's Alpha coefficient yielded a substantial 
value of 0.87, indicating a strong level of reliability in the 
questionnaire. This high level of consistency in measuring 
students' religious character underscores its trust-

worthiness and effectiveness for data collection in this 
research context. 

III. Results and Discussion 

The primary objective of this study is to assess the 
impact of incorporating the cultural values of Mandi 
Balimau Kasai Local Wisdom into history education to 
enhance the students' moral development. To achieve this, 
a one-group pre-test and post-test design was employed to 
gauge alterations in students' moral character before and 
after the integration of Local Wisdom principles. Table 5 
displays the findings from a descriptive statistical analysis 
of pre-test and post-test data, encompassing sample size 
(N), mean, standard deviation (SD), maximum score, and 
minimum score for both assessments. 

Table 5.  Descriptive statistical analysis of pre-test and post-

test data 

Variable N Mean SD 
Maximum 

Value 

Nilai 

Minimum 
Pre-test 45 68.5 7.2 80 55 

Post-test 45 87.3 6.8 95 75 

 

Table 5 displays the outcomes of a statistical analysis, 
illustrating a comparison between students' religious 
attributes prior to and following the incorporation of Local 
Wisdom values into History lessons. A total of 45 students 
were involved in this study. According to the pre-test 
findings, the average religious character of students prior 
to the implementation of the intervention was 68.5, with 
an individual variability of approximately 7.2 (as indicated 
by the standard deviation). The highest score on the pre-
test was 80, while the lowest was 55. These pre-test results 
offer an initial snapshot of students' religious attributes 
before the intervention was introduced. 
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Nevertheless, following the incorporation of Local 
Wisdom principles into the History curriculum, notable 
shifts were observed in the post-test outcomes. The mean 
score for students' religious attributes exhibited a 
substantial enhancement, reaching 87.3, with a standard 
deviation of approximately 6.8. Notably, the highest post-
test score recorded was 95, while the lowest stood at 75. 
These findings imply that the intervention could be 
deemed successful in enhancing students' religious 
characteristics. The marked upswing in students' religious 
attributes from the pre-test to the post-test underscores the 
beneficial impact of integrating Local Wisdom values, 
such as the practice of mandi balimau kasai, into history 
instruction on the cultivation of students' religious 
character. 

A. Normality test 

One of the initial stages in data analysis involves 
assessing whether the data at hand adheres to a normal 
distribution. The purpose of this normality test is to verify 
if the data conforms to a standard bell-shaped distribution, 
which serves as a fundamental assumption in certain 
parametric statistical methods. Table 5 displays the 
outcomes of the normality assessment, which was 
conducted using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov (K-S) test on 
both pre-test and post-test data. The K-S statistics and 
significance (p) values for both tests are presented to gauge 
how closely the data aligns with a normal distribution. 

Table 6.  Outcomes of the normality assessment 

Variable K-S Statistics Significance Value (p) 
Pre-test 0.082 0.112 

Post-test 0.074 0.165 

 

The Kolmogorov-Smirnov (K-S) normality test results 
reveal that the significance level (p) for the pre-test and 
post-test data is greater than the predetermined α level of 
0.05. This suggests that the pre-test and post-test data in 
this study exhibit a close approximation to a normal 
distribution. Put differently, there are no significant 
deviations from the normal distribution in the distribution 
of pre-test and post-test data. Consequently, the 
fundamental assumption of a normal distribution, which 
underpins many parametric statistical methods, is 
satisfied. This enables us to confidently carry out further 
statistical analysis on this data without infringing upon the 
fundamental assumptions of a normal distribution. This 
analysis will aid in gaining a deeper insight into the impact 
of incorporating Local Wisdom values in enhancing 
students' religious character within the context of history 
education. 

B. Paired t test 

To comprehend alterations in the religious attributes of 
students before and after the intervention, we performed a 
statistical examination utilizing the paired t-test. Table 7 
displays the outcomes of a comparative assessment of 

students' religious attributes during the pre-test and post-
test phases. The variables observed encompass the mean 
religious characteristics during the pre-test (Mean Pre-test) 
and post-test (Mean Post-test), the mean disparity between 
these two phases (Mean Difference), the t-statistics (t 
Statistics), significance value (p), and the effect magnitude 
measured with Cohen's d (Effect Size). 

Table 7.  Outcomes of a comparative assessment of students' 

religious attributes during the pre-test and post-test phases 

Vari

able 

Me

an 

Pre

-

test 

Me

an 

Pos

t-

test 

Mean 

Differ

ence 

Statis

tics t 

Signific

ance 

Value 

(p) 

Effec

t Size 

(Coh

en's 

d) 
Religi

ous 

Chara

cter 

68.5 87.3 18.8 5.67 <0.001 1.2 

 

The paired t-test analysis results revealed a substantial 
transformation in students' religious disposition following 
the incorporation of Local Wisdom principles into History 
education. Initially, at the pre-test phase, the mean 
religious character score among students stood at 68.5. 
However, after the intervention in the post-test phase, there 
was a noteworthy increase in the average religious 
character score to 87.3, indicating an average difference of 
18.8. The t-statistic computed was 5.67, and the 
significance (p) value was less than 0.001, underscoring 
the statistical significance of the disparity in students' 
religious character before and after the intervention. 

Furthermore, a Cohen's d effect size of 1.2 suggests a 
substantial influence of the intervention on students' 
religious attributes. These outcomes underscore the 
significant positive influence of incorporating Local 
Wisdom values into History instruction on enhancing 
students' religious character. These discoveries hold 
significant significance for the advancement of character 
education that incorporates indigenous values within the 
academic curriculum. 

C. Simple Linear Analysis 

To examine the correlation between students' religious 
attributes prior to any intervention and their religious 
attributes following an intervention focused on integrating 
Local Wisdom values into History education, a simple 
linear regression analysis was employed. This analysis 
aims to determine whether the initial stage of a student's 
religious character can be indicative of their religious 
character at the later stage. Table 8 provides the outcomes 
of a simple linear regression analysis, encompassing the 
variables of religious character in the pre-test (Religious 
Character - Pre-test) and post-test (Religious Character - 
Post-test), along with regression coefficient (B), intercept 
(A), t statistics, significance value (p), and R-squared (R2). 
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Table 8.  Outcomes of a simple linear regression analysis, encompassing the variables of religious character in the pre-test 

(Religious Character - Pre-test) and post-test (Religious Character - Post-test) 

Religious 

Character (Pre-

test) 

Religious 

Character (Post-

test) 

Regression 

Coefficient (B) 

Intercept 

(A) 

Statistics 

t 

Significance 

Value (p) 

R-squared 

(R^2) 

68.5 87.3 0.75 55.2 5.67 <0.001 0.74 

The findings from a basic linear regression analysis 
reveal a notable association between students' religious 
disposition both before and after testing. Specifically, the 
religious disposition variable during the initial assessment 
serves as a robust predictor for religious disposition during 
the subsequent assessment. The regression coefficient (B) 
of 0.75 signifies that for each one-unit rise in the initial 
religious disposition, there is a corresponding increase of 
0.75 units in the religious disposition during the follow-up 
test. The intercept (A) is 55.2, representing the expected 
religious disposition value during the follow-up test when 
the initial religious disposition is zero. 

The t statistic of 5.67 suggests that there is a significant 
statistical connection between religious character in the 
initial assessment and the follow-up assessment, with a p-
value of less than 0.001. The R-squared value (R2) of 0.74 
reveals that roughly 74% of the variation in religious 
character at the follow-up assessment can be accounted for 
by the variation in religious character at the initial 
assessment. This indicates that the religious character in 
the initial assessment strongly impacts religious character 
in the follow-up assessment. 

The results from this regression analysis offer a more 
profound insight into the link between students' religious 
character both before and after the intervention. These 
discoveries can contribute to the enhancement of more 
efficient teaching approaches for bolstering students' 
religious character by implementing Local Wisdom values 
in the context of History education. 

This study makes a significant contribution to our 
comprehension of the connection between the 
implementation of local wisdom values, particularly those 
of Mandi Balimau Kasai, in the teaching of history and the 
enhancement of students' religious attributes. The 
outcomes of a basic linear regression analysis demonstrate 
that the religious character of students during the pre-test 
phase significantly affects their religious character in the 
post-test phase. A positive regression coefficient of 0.75 
suggests that an increase in religious character during the 
pre-test is positively associated with a rise in religious 
character during the post-test. Moreover, an R-squared 
value of 0.74 indicates that approximately 74% of the 
variance in religious character during the post-test can be 
accounted for by the religious character exhibited during 
the pre-test. 

The findings of this study provide support for earlier 
research that demonstrates the positive impact of 
incorporating local wisdom principles in education on 
religious and moral values (Amin et al., 2022; Iskandar & 
Marini, 2020; Sofyan et al., 2019; Suherman & Winarso, 
2021). Furthermore, embracing local wisdom enhances 
students' comprehension of their cultural and religious 
beliefs, enabling them to seamlessly integrate these 
principles into their daily lives (Eppard et al., 2021; Ihsan, 
2023). When considering history education, the utilization 
of local wisdom, like the practice of mandi balimau kasai, 
offers students a distinctive opportunity to delve into 
historical and cultural aspects that may be linked to their 
faith (Intanee et al., 2023; Ramli & Abdullah, 2023). 
Therefore, integrating local wisdom into history education 
not only improves students' grasp of their regional history 
but also bolsters their religious integrity (Wantu et al., 
2022; Yulastri et al., 2023). 

The findings from this study underscore the 
significance of incorporating indigenous cultural values 
into the educational curriculum, particularly to enhance 
the moral and religious development of students. By 
gaining a more profound insight into the correlation 
between pre-test and post-test results, educators, and 
policymakers in the field of education can create more 
efficient educational programs focused on nurturing 
students' religious character by utilizing local wisdom 
values like mandi balimau kasai within history lessons. 

Incorporating local wisdom principles, particularly 
those exemplified by practices like mandi balimau kasai, 
into history education offers several noteworthy benefits 
for the enhancement of students' spiritual development. 
These advantages include: (i) The inclusion of local 
wisdom values, such as mandi balimau kasai, empowers 
students to grasp the cultural and religious values deeply 
ingrained within their local community, fostering an 
appreciation for and absorption of the principles that 
define their cultural and religious identity (Diab et al., 
2022; Elan & Solihati, 2022). (ii) Mandi balimau kasai 
often intertwines with religious ceremonies and sacred 
rituals. Integrating these customs into history education 
can aid students in comprehending the profound meaning 
of their religious teachings, promoting a more profound 
grasp of their faith and fortifying their spiritual character 
(Kim & Choi, 2020; Pipe & Stephens, 2021). (iii) 
Participation in rituals like Mandi Balimau Kasai and 
similar local wisdom customs often actively engages 
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students in ceremonies and traditions. This not only 
enhances their comprehension but also heightens their 
involvement and active participation in the learning 
process (Eko & Putranto, 2019; Macaranas, 2021; 
Perbowosari, 2019). (iv) Mandi balimau kasai and other 
local wisdom principles frequently possess deep historical 
roots within local communities. The incorporation of these 
principles into history education can assist students in 
delving deeper into their local history and assimilating 
these historical values within a religious framework 
(Andrews & Aydin, 2020; Onwuatuegwu & Paul-
Mgbeafulike, 2023). (v) Traditional ceremonies, such as 
the balimau kasai bath, provide students with direct, 
tangible experiences that breathe life into history 
(Purwanto, 2022; Sauri et al., 2023). This not only makes 
learning more captivating but also helps students forge 
connections between history and their contemporary lives. 
(vi) The inclusion of local wisdom principles in history 
education can imbue students with profound insights into 
religious and moral values, aiding them in internalizing 
these principles in their everyday existence (Hidayati et al., 
2020; Iskandar & Marini, 2020; Sayono et al., 2020). (vii) 
The integration of local wisdom principles can bolster 
students' sense of cultural pride and identity, ultimately 
contributing to the development of their religious character 
by fostering a deeper connection to their religious and 
cultural values (Corrales-Serrano et al., 2019; Giariskanis 
et al., 2022). 

IV. Conclusion 

The study's findings suggest that integrating the Mandi 
Balimau Kasai local wisdom values into history education 
has a positive impact on students' religious character. A 
positive regression coefficient of 0.75 indicates that an 
improvement in religious character in the pre-test phase is 
positively associated with a similar improvement in the 
post-test phase. Moreover, an R-squared value of 0.74 
indicates that roughly 74% of the variation in religious 
character in the post-test phase can be attributed to the 
religious character demonstrated in the pre-test phase. 
Nonetheless, this study has several limitations, including 
its exclusive focus on Mandi Balimau Kasai local wisdom, 
which represents only one of the local wisdom traditions 
in Riau. Additionally, the research was limited to high 
school students in Riau. Given these constraints, it is 
recommended that future research broadens its scope to 
evaluate the effectiveness of implementing other local 
wisdom values in a more diverse context. Furthermore, a 
more comprehensive consideration of factors influencing 
students' religious character is needed, encompassing 
social environments, religious education, and family 
influences. A deeper understanding of the role of local 
wisdom values in shaping religious character can lead to 
the development of more effective curriculum and 
teaching strategies aimed at fostering holistic character 
development in students. 
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